Lymphadenopathy, oligoclonal T cell receptor rearrangement and systemic lupus erythematosus.
To investigate the cause of generalized lymphadenopathy in case of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), we performed a molecular genetic analysis of lymph node, peripheral blood mononuclear cell and bone marrow specimens with T cell receptor and immunoglobulin gene probes. Oligoclonal T cell receptor rearrangements were detected in the lymph node cells. The oligoclonal T cell expansion observed is the first such example reported in SLE, and may be indicative of an immune response to specific antigenic challenge. Alternatively, these changes may represent the earliest phases of a malignant process. Molecular genetic investigations in autoimmune disease such as SLE can provide opportunities to enhance our understanding of the underlying condition, or reveal unexpected abnormalities requiring further assessment.